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I had the privilege of working with the Kataribe project
while I was studying abroad in Japan. This project not A
only allowed me to explore parts of Hodogaya ward that I
would not have on my own but also allowed me to gain
insight on the differences in cultures. From a foreign —~
perspective, Japan is beautiful but it also is vastly
different from the culture I grew up in. I feel that I should
mention that I cannot speak for everyone from America,

I can only speak about what I found to be the most
interesting and different aspects.

In Japan, Shinto shrines and Buddhist temples are
everywhere, religion is so integrated into the culture that
it has become one in the same.In America, religious " il
figures or religious buildings cannot be found everywhere.
I am impressed by these religious monuments, for not only their overall
beauty but also their architecture.

I also found it amazing for much nature is a part of Japan. In America
the suburbs are separated from the farm lands but in Japan it is
completely different. Small farm areas can be found on the end of a
neighborhood or across the road. I think it is important to incorporate
farming into the community and to stress local community farming.

Overall I loved everything that I was able to see and learn about with the
Kataribe project, it is an insight that I would have never gotten otherwise.
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